ST. MARTIN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 COLLECTIVE WORSHIP POLICY

OUR MISSION STATEMENT


At St Martin's Catholic Primary School, the


Governors and Staff, in partnership with the parents


aim to help each child realise their full Spiritual, Moral,


Academic and Social Potential in a happy, caring,                





Catholic Community in which each member feels 

valued.

The Nature of Collective Worship

We believe that Christian worship in a Catholic school is concerned with giving glory, honour, praise and thanks to God. It is our loving response, in word and action, to God’s invitation to enter into a relationship with Himself, made possible through the work of Jesus Christ and the witness of the Holy Spirit.

At St. Martin’s school, all children will be introduced to the worship of God and the Liturgy of His Word on an increasing scale as the children progress through school. The school will build on the foundations of their Baptism and religious teaching at home, with the Catholic Spirit of the School Mission Statement as the focal point.

Aims of Collective Worship

We believe that Collective Worship at St. Martin’s aims to provide opportunity for all pupils and staff:

· To contemplate something of the mystery of God

· To reflect on spiritual and moral issues

· To explore their own beliefs

· To respond to and celebrate life

· To experience a sense of belonging and develop community spirit within the school, the community it serves, and the wider world

· To develop a common ethos and shared values

· To enrich religious experience by widening and deepening emotional response

· To grow in liturgical understanding and development

· To reinforce positive attitudes enabling children to gain insights into ways in which people express themselves within their faith commitments, and to be sensitive to those different ways of responding

· To participate fully, whether through active involvement in the presentation of worship, or through listening to and responding to the worship offered

· To provide time ‘to wonder at’, ‘to come to terms with’, and ‘to give worth to’ 

Objectives of Collective Worship

To develop a sense of:

· Awe, wonder and mystery

· Interdependence with the natural world

· Pattern, sequence and order

· Self-worth and value of others

To develop awareness:

· That life involves choices of belief, attitude, behaviour and relationships

· That there are issues of meaning, purpose and value in life

At St. Martin’s, Collective Worship is based on the principles that it should be:

· Inclusive 

· Educational

· Spiritual

Collective Worship will contribute to the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of children. It is seen as time when children can feel secure and relaxed and share with others a feeling of community.

Worship is concerned with the honour and glory of God and we hope that our acts of worship will be restive, friendly and prayerful, with participants gaining positive feelings. 

Collective Worship – Where and When?

We acknowledge the legal requirement that there must be a daily act of worship for all pupils.

 At St. Martin’s we are aware that Liturgy is action and symbol; it speaks to the whole person, it involves all the senses: sight, touch, sound and smell; it involves ritual/movement that everyone can join in with that fits the theme (gestures such as shaking hands, holding hands, lighting a candle, prayers, responses to prayers, etc.)

All liturgies involve the praise, thanksgiving and adoration of God and are therefore acts of worship. However, not all worship will be liturgy as it may or may not include symbol and action. 

An assembly may include an act of worship.

Collective worship takes place in a variety of settings and at a variety of times in school. We ensure all children take part in some form of daily Collective Worship. 

Classrooms: ‘Where two or three meet in my name, I am there among them’ (Mt. 18:20)

School Hall: ‘With gratitude in your hearts, sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs to God’ (Col. 3:16)

Chapel: ‘Heaven and Earth are full of Your glory’ (Ps. 150:1)

In the Open: ‘Heaven and Earth are full of Your glory’ (Roman missal)

At Meetings:  ‘Be guided by the Spirit’ (Galatians5:16)

The Planning, Content and Delivery of Collective Worship

Collective Worship is planned:

· Following a structure with reference to the Church’s seasons, The Way, the Truth & the Life syllabus, significant dates, and the curriculum. Scripture will be the focus in most acts of worship.

· Involving consultation with appropriate parties and reference to school aims and policies

· With flexibility to respond to changing situations within the school and the wider community

· To develop in pupils, skills that enable them to assist in preparing, organising and leading of worship, rather than always participating or contributing in a token way.

Recording

An annual record is made to include liturgies, assemblies and celebrations throughout the year. Classes keep evidence of a selection of  their Collective Worship.
Monitoring and Evaluation

During the year, the schools provision of worship will be evaluated to consider whether it meets the needs of all pupils, and whether pupils are making progress in acquiring skills and abilities to assist in organising and leading worship.

Resources
A collection of resources to assist in the planning of Collective Worship is located in the R.E. area of the school library. Further material for general use is available from the R.E. Co-ordinator or the Headteacher. 
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