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Religious Education

HEADTEACHER: MR P.D.HALLMAN

ST MARTIN'S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

MURDISHAW, RUNCORN

RELIGIOUS 

EDUCATION

INTRODUCTION

OUR MISSION STATEMENT


At St Martin's Catholic Primary School, the


Governors and Staff, in partnership with the parents


aim to help each child realise their full Spiritual, Moral,


Academic and Social Potential in a happy, caring,                





Catholic Community in which each member feels 

valued.

At St Martin's, we aim to portray our Mission Statement through the total education of the pupils in our care.

As a Catholic School, our aim is to develop within the children:
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a knowledge and understanding of God
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a knowledge of the life and teachings of Jesus Christ
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an awareness of the impact of our Faith upon our daily lives.

Religious Education is the foundation upon which all other aspects of school

life are drawn together. It is seen as a life long process in which the children

will continue to learn and develop morally, spiritually and socially.
INTENTIONS

In our Religious Teaching, we aim:
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to create a secure, loving and happy environment
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to endeavour to teach the children the doctrines of the 



Catholic faith through instruction, liturgy and celebration 


appropriate to their age and stage of development
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to enable the children to acquire a set of Christian Values 


learning to care and consider those around themselves


SYMBOL 42 \f "Symbol" \s 15 \h
to actively seek the involvement of parents in playing their 


part in the Religious Development of their children
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to provide for some children their only experience of 


'church' in response to the wide range of committment within 
our school families
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to create an awareness of different religious attitudes in a 


Multi-cultural Society and instil in the children a tolerance of 

other faiths
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to inform the staff and Governors of any developments 



relating to Religious Education
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to contribute as fully as possible to the spiritual, moral and 


social development of each pupil enabling all children to leave   

St Martin's with a belief in themselves, a belief in authority and a  belief in God.


The Religious Education Programme

A Religious Education Programme must include objectives and learning intentions which take into account the religious and educational needs of our children. 
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those from supportive Catholic homes
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those for whom the school may be their first and perhaps only 
experience of church
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those from other Christian traditions
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those from other faith backgrounds

To fulfil our Intentions

St Martin’s RE programme incorporates the following elements;
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The Way, the Truth & the Life Religious Education Syllabus
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Liturgy, Collective Worship, prayer and celebration.
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Sacramental Preparation.
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Care and concern for people in need at local, national and 


international level.
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Respect for and development of Personal Relationships within 

school and the extended world.

The Way, the Truth & the Life  Syllabus
The Way The Truth & The Life syllabus was introduced to St Martin’s School in September 2011. 

The aim of this programme is to explore the religious dimension of questions about life, dignity and purpose within the Catholic tradition. Links are made with the pupils’ own experiences and with universal experience. Links are also made with the experience of other faith traditions.
 For all children the programme will raise questions and provide material for reflecting on their own experience. It will help them to explore the beliefs, values and way of life of the Catholic tradition and where appropriate of other faith traditions.
The topic headings for each year group are as follows:
	
	half term 
         1
	half term 2
	half term 3
	half term 4
	half term 5
	half term 
6

	FS
	God’s World
	God’s Family
	Getting to know Jesus
	Sorrow and Joy
	New Life
	Church

	Y1
	God’s Great Plan
	Mary Mother of God
	Families and Celebration s
	Following Jesus
	The Resurrection
	Miracles

	Y2
	Chosen People
	Mysteries
	The Good News
	The Mass
	Eastertide
	Birth of the Church

	Y3
	The Christian Church
	Mary our Mother
	Called to Change
	Eucharist
	Celebrating Easter and Pentecost
	Being a Christian

	Y4
	The Bible
	Trust in God
	Jesus the Teacher
	Jesus the Saviour
	Mission of the Church
	Belonging to the Church

	Y5
	Creation
	God’s covenants
	Inspirational People
	Reconciliation
	Life in the Risen Jesus
	Other Faiths

	Y6
	The Kingdom of God
	Justice
	Jesus the Bread of Life
	Jesus Son of God
	The Work of the Apostles
	Called to Serve


Delivering The Way, the Truth & The Life
To enable the staff to teach the syllabus, they are provided with the Teacher’s resources appropriate to their age group:

· for 3 – 5 Year Olds (Foundation CD)

· for 5 - 6 Year Olds (Book 1)

· for 6 - 7 Year Olds (Book 2)

· for 7 - 8 Year Olds (Book 3)

· for 8 - 9 Year Olds (Book 4)

· for 9 - 10 Year Olds (Book 5)

· for 10 - 11 Year Olds (Book 6)

Additionally ‘God’s Story 1, 2, 3’, and ‘ Church’s Story 1, 2, 3’, as appropriate, are available to each teacher, as are copies of 'Listen' and 'Praise', 'Winding Quest' and 'New World' as basic resources. Other books, references and artefacts are available in the library area for R.E. 
At St Martin's, we teach R.E. through:
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Direct Teaching
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Discussion
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Prayer
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Stories [ fiction, non-fiction,biblical]
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Interpersonal Relationships
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Celebrations
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Music
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Cross Curricular Activities




SYMBOL 42 \f "Symbol" \s 15 \h
Focal Stimulus / Display in the School Environment


Evaluation and Assessment

Learning is constantly being evaluated by the teacher and the children through discussions, drama, prayer, stories, music, written work, celebration and liturgy. It is expressed individually or collectively and in combinations of these forms. A topic display or  photographs also offer evidence of pupil achievement and celebrates this.
Assessment establishes what pupils know, understand and can do. It does not assess faith or the practice of faith. Assessment is integral to short term planning of each topic.
Informal professional assessment
· General observation of children engaged in classroom activities and tasks. 
· Review: end of task, activity, lesson and topic e.g. discussion and questioning.
· Marking of more formal work.
Formal assessment
· Topics are planned with activities designed to allow children to show achievement of the Diocesan Attainment Targets – paying close attention to the DRIVER WORDS. Over the course of a year, teachers plan to visit all strands of both ATs.
· In order to ensure continuous and progressive provision, the school uses Tracking Sheets to record the AT levels the children have achieved at the end of each term. These sheets follow a class throughout the school and enable staff to see what level the children are judged to be at, and where they can be challenged to aim towards. 
LITURGY, PRAYER AND CELEBRATION

All of the children are given the opportunity and are encouraged to participate in Assemblies, Masses and other appropriate Liturgical Celebrations. Planning for Liturgies aims to produce appropriate content and organisation for the children bearing in mind their age, ability and experience.
Throughout the year, the children will be involved in:
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Class Assemblies - organised and led by individual classes



for the whole school. These may relate to The Way, the      

                             Truth & the Life themes, general topic work, seasons or  

                             events.
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Key Stage Assemblies - organised and led by staff for the 



younger or older children in school.
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Whole School 'Good Work' Assembly - an opportunity 



for all classes to share and celebrate their work and efforts 



from all areas of the curriculum.
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School Masses - may be led by an individual class, year 



group, Key Stage or children from various classes. 





Masses are celebrated to mark the beginning and end of the 


School Year, Holy Days and Feast Days and in connection 



with the Sacramental Programme.
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Seasonal Celebrations - Advent, Christmas, Lent, 




Easter etc.
These are often Key Stage based and always 



involve the families of the children concerned.

Prayer and Collective Worship
A Daily Act of Worship takes place each day either as a whole school, or   in class led by the Class Teacher. 

Each member of staff aims to provide the children with a variety of experiences and approaches to prayer and worship. 

This may include:
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Formal Prayer
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Music and song
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Readings
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Reflection and Meditation

Prayers are also said when appropriate during the day - usually at lunchtime and at the close of the school day. Classes are encouraged to build up their own sets of favourite prayers, many written by the children. 

Areas of Display both in Class and around the School [children's work, artefacts, books] often provide stimulus for focus and reflection. The location within the school building of the Parish Church of St Martin de Porres often provides an ideal location for a prayer session or for a Special Religious lesson. Staff are encouraged to ask the Parish Priest for assistance when necessary.

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION

At St Martin's, the children are prepared to receive the Sacraments of Forgiveness and The Holy Eucharist in Year 3. In addition, any children admitted to the school who have not yet received their First Sacraments are included in the relevant programmes.

We aim to prepare the children for these Sacraments in partnership with the Home and the Parish. 

 1]     The parents are invited to attend a meeting led by the Class Teacher,  

         Headteacher, R.E.Co-ordinator and Parish Priest to inform them of the 

         format of the preparation work and the timescale involved.  We aim    

         to stress the importance and value of the support and involvement at  

         home. Parish Catechists work in partnership supporting the parents in 
         their role.
2] 
The children and their families attend an induction Mass of Committment to mark the start of the programme.This is held at a Sunday Parish Mass and provides a link with the members of the parish community by inviting them to pray for the children.
3]
The preparation is based on the Way, the Truth and the Life scheme  topics of  ‘Call to Change’ and ‘Eucharist’ which have an initial input in class with follow up discussions at home with the family. The children are encouraged to keep their completed RE books as a lasting souvenier of their preparation work.

4]
The scheme prepares the children to receive and celebrate the      

Sacrament of Forgiveness at a special service. Following this, on completion of the work, the children receive and celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion with their families at a parish Mass. The children receive a Certificate to mark the occasion.
5]
A School Celebration Mass with the remainder of the school, family and 
the parishioners is held once all the children have received their First 
Communion. This day is then made extra special with a party and some 
other enjoyable activity.
CARE AND CONCERN FOR OTHERS
As Religion is for 'Living and not just Learning', the children are encouraged to put the Christian Values they learn into practice by showing concern and care for others less fortunate than themselves. This can be at local, national or international levels. We focus on the following:
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Our Homes and School in our everyday relationships.

· Foodbank awareness and collections supporting the elderly
and needy families in Murdishaw.
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Visiting and supporting materially 'Halton Haven' - our Local 

Hospice for the terminally ill.
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Working  as “Mini Vinnies”with Sr. Teresa supporting the   

                   families of the Parish and local area.
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Diocesan Appeals - Good Shepherd - Caritas, Missio, etc.
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National Appeals – Comic/Sport Relief, Children in Need,

                   etc
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Cafod - Family Fast Days  
·      Mission Together
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Other National Appeals [when appropriate].

Whenever possible, the children are encouraged to be part of the planning for any of the above activities and the general emphasis is on them sharing their own pocket money or tuck money.

THE ROLE OF THE R.E. CO-ORDINATOR
The R.E. Co-ordinator should:
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Develop and review  the schools R.E. Policy in conjunction 


with the School Governors and the School Management Team
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Provide leadership for other members of staff through good 


classroom practice.
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Provide additional support for non-catholic members of staff 


and for new teachers who have not used The Way, the Truth &  

                   the Life scheme, and to help them to become more familiar 

                   with the R.E. Policy.
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Update staff on developments within R.E. 
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Attend in-service courses provided by the Diocese and other 


agencies and report back to the staff /Governors as 



appropriate.



SYMBOL 42 \f "Symbol" \s 15 \h
In consultation with colleagues, develop and maintain a 



library of up to date information and resources and ensure 


that these are available to all members of staff.
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Monitor the planning, assessment and record keeping of R.E. 


throughout the school.
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Prepare Assembly and Liturgy rotas and co-ordinate 


         other celebrations.

PERSONAL SOCIAL AND HEALTH EDUCATION

EDUCATION FOR PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS

We integrate personal, social and health education into all areas of the curriculum, particularly with reference to Science, PE and our RE work.

The Governors have adopted a programme for developing Education for Personal Relationships, as outlined in the said policy document. We utilise the help and support of the Runcorn Catholic Welfare Services to carry out this policy. 
Clare Carney

RE Co-ordinator

Updated June 2014
Updated September 2018
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