AUTUMN TERM – Friday 3rd September

Welcome Back
I would like to welcome everyone back after what I hope has been a lovely summer break. All
the children have grown so much during the last 6 weeks and it is nice to see a few new faces
around, both staff and children. I am sure they will soon feel very much a part of the St Martin’s
family.
Today, I enjoyed the first whole school assembly that I have been able to have since I became
headteacher. It was so lovely to see everyone together and there were so many happy, smiley
faces. Although there are still some precautions in place to keep us safe, the school is beginning
to reintroduce ‘the old ways’ and hopefully that will soon include being able to invite parents in
more often.
I am looking forward to working together this year to make sure it is a very successful year.
As always, I am always available for any reason so please get in touch if you need to.
Mrs Ming 

Key Dates for the
Autumn Term
Monday 20th Sept – Walk to school campaign
begins
Wednesday 29th Sept - KS1 online safety parent
workshop
Thursday 30th Sept – Y6 trip
Wednesday 6th Oct – KS2 online safety parent
workshop
Friday 22nd Oct - half term

Out of hours club

PE days

Breakfast club and afterschool club Please find below the days each year
are now taking bookings.
should wear PE kits
If you have not already signed up Y1 - Tuesday and Thursday
and will require a place at either
please pop in to see Mrs Evison for Y2 – Thursday
a form.
Y3 – Monday and Friday for
swimming

Monday 1st Nov– back in

Y4 – Monday, Thursday and Friday
for swimming

Wednesday 3rd Nov – Feast of St Martin whole
school mass
Thursday 11th Nov –Parent’s evening
Friday 10th Dec – YR Christmas play
Tuesday 14th Dec – KS1 Christmas performance
Thursday 16th Dec –KS2 Christmas performance
Friday 17th Dec – Christmas Dinner
Monday 20th Dec – whole school Christmas mass
Wednesday 22nd Dec – Christmas party day and
early finish 1.30pm

Y5 – Monday, Thursday, Friday

Breakfast club is £2
Afterschool club now runs until
5.30pm and is £7.50 – this includes
a light meal and snacks
(siblings receive a discount)

Y6 – Monday and Thursday
Please Note: Y3 and Y4 are
swimming on Friday so they will
need their swimming kits also.

Above is a guide of how many days a child needs to stay off for the most common reasons.
Where it says none this means as long as your child feels well enough to come in. For COVID
related absences parents must follow the current guidance.
How We Record Absence
Absences are recorded as authorised or unauthorised. If a child is too ill to come to school,
parents must inform school before the register closes at 9.30am and they will receive an
authorised absence mark. A child who is not in school and whose parents/carers have not
contacted school regarding the absence will receive an unauthorised absence mark.
An unauthorised mark will also be recorded if the nature of the absence was unacceptable. If the
number of unauthorised absences for a child reaches 20 Sessions (10 days = 20 sessions) in a
term the Local Authority expect the school to refer to the Education Welfare Officer.
Attendance Targets
Outstanding attendance is 100%.
Good attendance is any attendance between 96% and 99%.
Cause for concern attendance is between 90% and 95% and will be closely monitored.
Poor attendance is any attendance below 90% and will be referred to the Education Welfare
Officer.
You will receive a letter and a target if your child’s attendance goes below 95%.
Appointments
Wherever possible appointments should be made outside school hours. If this is not possible
please inform the school office. Your child must return to school after the appointment.
Holidays
No holidays should be taken during school time and all requests for holidays will be classed as an
unauthorised absence.

Every day counts but so does every minute. Did you know…?

The register closes at 9.30am. Any child coming in between 9am and 9.30 will be marked late. If a
child comes in after the register closes it is marked as absent.

St Martin’s Policy is to be an attendance HERO

